
Community
Law Center

2017
Annual Report



FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR & BOARD CHAIR

Dear Friends, 

Thanks to your generous support, Community Law Center has been serving the legal 
needs of neighborhoods and nonprofits in Maryland for over 30 years!

Community Law Center was founded in 1986 by a group of lawyers and community 
organizers who saw the need for residents in Baltimore City to band together and 
advocate effectively for their neighborhoods. We are proud to have stayed true to 
our mission to provide free legal services to community and nonprofit organizations 
throughout Maryland. We remain Maryland’s only legal services organization 
dedicated solely to strengthening neighborhoods and the nonprofit sector.

In 2017, our staff attorneys and pro bono attorneys opened 232 new cases and closed 
414 cases for community associations, grassroots organizations, and nonprofits in 
Maryland. Our work helps to build the social and economic strength of low-income 
communities that lack the financial resources to pay for private legal representation.

Community Law Center’s legal staff also offers a wide range of educational 
opportunities to build the capacity of our nonprofit sector to be effective and 
efficient organizations. A total of 368 community leaders attended our monthly 
workshops, 5-part capacity building training series, and brief advice legal clinics 
in 2017. They learned to strengthen their nonprofit’s capacity and neighborhood’s 
abilities to maintain their corporate and tax-exempt status, properly manage their 
organizations, and to have their voices heard.

On behalf of our Board, staff, and clients, we thank you for the role you have played 
over the past year, and we hope you will continue to support our work.

With tremendous gratitude, 

Kristine Dunkerton, Esq.  Janice V. Bowie, PhD, MPH 
Executive Director  Chair, Board of Directors



LEGAL SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOODS & NONPROFITS

Community Law Center helps to create viable and 
strong community associations in Baltimore. 

Inez Robb is President of the Sandtown Winchester 
Condo Association and the Western District 
Community Relations Council. Both organizations 
help to make improvements in the Sandtown 
Winchester neighborhood. But when they needed 
help, they didn’t know where to begin. 

Community Law Center helps to make these 
complicated processes accessible. Our lawyers 
answered Ms. Robb’s questions about the nuts 
and bolts of running nonprofit organizations. Both 
organizations have gone on to help maintain property in Sandtown Winchester and 
help residents work together - and with the police - to reduce crime. 

Community leaders like Ms. Robb are critical to the growth and safety of our 
community.

Inez Robb and Major Briscoe, Western District, Baltimore City Police

“ Community Law Center is 
the best! Every minute spent 
explained important infor-
mation that can be used to 
improve our neighborhood 
association. Community 
Law Center is a tremendous 
resource for improving and  
assisting neighborhood  
associations.” 
–  Betty Cherniak,  

Glen Neighborhood  
Improvement Association



WORKSHOPS & CLINICS

All trainings are taught by attorneys who 
understand the law and how it impacts our 
clients. We keep costs low and offer several 
free sessions at libraries around the state to 
ensure that every organization that needs 
the information is able to access it.

In 2017, 368 
community leaders 
participated in our 
workshops, trainings, 
and brief legal advice 
clinics.

In 2017, 171  
people attended  
How To Start and  
Maintain a Nonprofit 
Organization workshop.

“ The Community Law Center’s workshop,  
How to Start and Maintain a Nonprofit, was 
very valuable. I felt confident that I received 
the most current, accurate information 
available, and the trainer presented it in a 
clear and concise manner. I consider it time 
well-spent.” 
–  Kristen Mitchell, Market Center  

Merchants Association

Neighborhoods that 
have participated in 
Community Law Center’s 
5-part capacity building 
training.



PRO BONO ATTORNEYS

PRO BONO HIGHLIGHT
NANCY URIZAR
Community Law Center 
represents the unique 
needs and challenges 
of Baltimore’s 
neighborhoods.

Nancy Urizar, Esq. a 
pro-bono attorney 
from Womble, Bond, 
Dickinson, LLC, 
provided pro bono legal 
assistance through 
Community Law Center 
to assist residents in 
Baltimore to create a 
community association 
that conducts business  
in Spanish. Working 
together, they translated 
documents and 
conducted training 
sessions on how 
to start, run, and 
maintain a community 
organization. 

Thor Alden

Stanley Alpert

Hirsh Ament

Sheila Anderson

Ngozi Ayebae

Keir Bancroft

Kevin Barker

John Beck

Pouyan Bohloul

Kathryn Bradley

Sam Burum

Tony  Chan

Brian Chappell

Steve Cohen

Joseph (Jeb) Cook

MyEsha Craddock

Ryan Dickson

Michael Dietz

John Dougherty

Jonathan Elefant

Michael Floissac

Michael Francel

Mark Franco

Colin Gaynor 

Chris Geissler

Dorcas Gilmore

Therese Goldsmith

Edward (Phil) 
Hanlon

David Harris

Matthew Harris

Eric Hawkins

Jeffrey (Jeff) Hayes

Christopher Heagy

Philip Hinkle

Peter Ivanick

Ronald Jackson

Robin Jacobs

Megan Johnson

Toyja Kelley

Ryan Kennedy

Parag Khandhar

Denice Ko

Ari Kodeck

Jimi Kolawole

Steven Kolias

Sharon Kroupa

Jaime Lee

Michael Lehmann

Dismas (“Diz”) Locaria

Ronald Maltz

Michael Mannes

Darren Margolis

William (Bill) McComas

Daniel Mendelsohn

Razvan Miutescu

Christopher Moran

Nicole Musgrave-
Burdette

Chika Ojiaku

Melissa O’Neill

Evonne Opoku

Amanda Paige

Vasilios Peros

Thomas Pilkerton III

Emily Portanova

George Ritchie

Ashley Rodriguez

George Rose

Jason Rose

Jeremy Rountree

Stephen Rourke

Robert Ruben

Michael Rufkahr

Kimberly Saxon

Robyn Scates

Stephen Selden

David Shafer

Jody Shaw

Michael Sheehan

Michael Sherman

Dan Skowronski

Tracy Steedman

Gabriel Steele

Michael Stein

Neal Strum

Tiffanie Tam

Alyce Thompson

Kate Titford

Patrick Turley

University of Baltimore 
School of Law 
Community Devlmnt Clinic

Nancy Urizar

Komal Vaidya

Tracy Waller

Jennifer Ward

Irnise Williams

Owen Williams

Cheryle Wilson

Michelle Winbush

Aaron Withrow

The Pro Bono Program matches our panel of 590 volunteer 
attorneys with community and nonprofit organizations 
throughout Maryland to provide the legal assistance they 
need to achieve their missions. The following attorneys 
represented clients in 2017.



FINANCIALS

Revenues, gains and other support:
Public support:

 Contributions $381,633

 Contributed professional fees $470,403

   $852,036

 Special events less direct costs $6,824

 Grants from governmental agencies $211,306

 Other revenue:

  Fees $25,468

  Miscellaneous $1,478

   $26,946

Total revenues, gains and other support $1,097,112

Expenses:
Program services –
 Legal assistance to communities & nonprofits $932,121
 Supporting services:
  Management and General $ 141,209
  Fundraising $14,838

 Total supporting services $156,047

 Total expenses $1,088,168

 Change in net assets $8,944
 Net assets – start of year $212,024
 Net assets – end of year $220,968

“Your guidance was a life saver! I often comment on Facebook that Community Law Center 
has been a major, positive factor in Windsor Hills. Hopefully in the coming year, 

we will be able to donate to CLC.” Windsor Hills Neighborhood Association



DONORS

Algren, Margaret

Amazon Smile 
Foundation

America’s Charities

Amster, Molly

Anonymous

Balvany, Iris

Barry, Daniel

Bell, Avonne

Blom, Brenda Bratton

Blumenberg, Anne L.

Boitnott, John & 
Carolyn

Bolden, Nickey

Bors, Deborah

Bowie, Janice V.

Boyson, Jack

Brown, Tracy

Butcher’s Hill Assoc., 
Inc.

Byron, Shirley R.

Campany, Rebecca

CFC National Capital 
Area

Clarendon, Mary & 
Gerald

Cohen, Arthur

Cole Jr., Emried D. & 
Wandaleen

Compensation GPS

Conn, David & 
Amanda

Craddock, Myesha

Cruz, Debra

Dagirmanjian, Aryn 

DLA Piper LLP (US)

Dzierwinski, Pat

Ehrenberger, 
Katherine

Ensminger, Margaret

Eurich, Juliet A. & 
Thalheimer, Louis B.

Feigin, Judy & David

Filardi Law, LLC

Furstenberg, Francois

Garver, Peter and Julie

Gephart, John A.

Gonter, Matthew

Guillaume, Jennifer

Hailey, Tashia

Hamel, W. Warren

Harrison, Jill

Harvey, Daniel

Heyman, Harvey

Holland, Natalie & 
David

Hughes, Alexandra M.

Hull Francis, Barbara 

Hunter, Ellie

IGive.com

Johnson, Derrell

Johnson, Jennifer Lee

Johnson, Linda

Johnson, Robert & 
Tomi Hiers

Kandel, David & Betsy 
Krieger

Keenan, Mary

Kelly, J.

Kench, James B.

Kershner, Ingrid

King, Richard D.

Kirsh, Steven & Janice

Ko, Denice

Kramon &  Graham, 
P.A.

Kravetz, Daniel

Kronmiller, Wendy A.

Kyle, John

Lankford, Eileen 

Lankford, Elsa & 
Kristine Dunkerton

Larson, Susan

Larsson, Lowell

Law Office of 
Raymond O Griffith 
PA

Lee, Janie

Lierman, Brooke

Lucksted, Alicia

Lyon-Collis, Lauren M.

Magellan Cares 
Foundation

Manekin, Donald & 
Brigitte

Manger, Suzanne

Maryland Charity 
Campaignn

Maurer, Samuel

McCargo, Jr., Calvin

McCray, Cory

McNeil, Jr., Franklin & 
Paul Fowler, MD

Mello, Dean

Meltzer, Brian

Meltzer, Neil

Mitchell, Bruce

Mitchell, M. Herbert

Mitchell, Marilyn & 
Douglas

Modlin, Peter

Monroe, Lenora

Monti, Lindsay

Moulds, Patrick

Moulton, Pearl

Nathans, Jeremy & 
Thanh Huynh

Nathans, Joanne G.

North Harford Road 
Community Assoc.

Novak, Matthew

Obaza, Alexander

Obaza, Edward

Oliver, James C.

Pay Pal Giving Fund

Pearson, Karen

Pelton, Jennifer

Perkins, Louis

Pfeifer, Kelly & Craig

Poirot, Thomasina

Pressley, John

Pretl, Michael A.

Pridgeon, Merritt & 
Phil Closius

Quittman, Ken

Redd, Justin

Redd, Stephen & 
Kyoko

Rees, Charles A.

Rieger, J. Paul

Robb, Inez

Roberts, Rachel

Robinson, Chartruse

Robinson, Harriet M.

Rodgers, Timothy

Rodini, Laura

Rose, Jason

Ryan, David

Sakamoto-Wengel, 

Joy & Steve

Sanders, Ivory

Sarbanes, Paul S.

Savoy, Beverly

Shaia, Wendy

Smeal, Sherry

Sparks, Sandra

Spikes, Isazetta

T. Rowe Price 

Foundation, Inc.

Terrell, China

The Obaza Family 

Charitable Trust

Tucker, Callie 

United Way of Central 

Maryland

Urban, Laura

Wethered Wood

Wissow, Lawrence

Womble Carlyle 

Sandridge & Rice, LLP

Yancey, Leslie

Zadek, Miriam

Zimmerman, Peter



STAFF AND BOARD

STAFF

Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq. 
Executive Director

Pat Dzierwinski 
Accountant

Ingrid Hitchens 
Senior Paralegal &  
Resource Manager

Fatima Jones 
Office Manager

Shana Roth-Gormley, Esq. 
Pro Bono Coordinator

Rebecca Lundberg Witt, Esq. 
Staff Attorney

Laura Rodini 
Communications and  
Development Associate

Kelly Pfeifer Esq. 
Supervising Attorney

Renee Stainrod, Community 
Engagement Coordinator

INTERNS AND VOLUNTEERS

Tracy Bienenfeld Waller, Esq. 
Volunteer Attorney

Denice Ko, Esq. 
Volunteer Attorney

Sadaf Vakili 
Nonprofit Management Intern

Divya Korada 
Urban Agriculture Intern

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq. 
President

Janice V. Bowie, PhD, MPH 
Chair; Professor, Johns Hopkins 
Bloomberg School of Public 
Health

Jason C. Rose, Esq. 
Vice Chair 
Partner, Venable LLP

Franklin N. McNeil, Jr. 
Secretary 
Assistant Vice President,  
Community Consultant,  
PNC Bank

Robert M. Johnson, Jr., Esq. 
Treasurer 
Law Office of Robert M. Johnson

Julie Ben-Zev, Esq. 
Associate, DLA Piper

Alexandra Hughes, Esq. 
Chief of Staff, Speaker Michael  
E. Busch

Brian Meltzer, Esq. 
Associate, Womble Carlyle  
Sandridge & Rice, LLP

Joanne Nathans, Esq. 
Job Opportunities Task Force 
(Board Member)

Bruce C. Mitchell 
Vice President, KELLY Benefit 
Strategies

Alex Obaza 
Credit Analyst, T. Rowe Price

Inez Robb 
Community Leader

Justin A. Redd, Esq. 
Associate, Kramon &  
Graham PA

David Ryan, CPA, CCP, JD 
Managing Director,  
CompensationGPS

Wendy Shaia, EdD, MSW 
Clinical Assistant Professor and 
Executive Director, Social Work 
Community Outreach Service, 
University of Maryland Baltimore

Robert J. Strupp, Esq. 
Executive Director, Baltimore 
Neighborhoods Inc.

HONORARY BOARD

Former Chief Judge  
Robert M. Bell

Anne Blumenberg, Esq.

Juliet A. Eurich, Esq.

Doug Gansler, Esq., Former  
Maryland Attorney General

W. Warren Hamel, Esq.

Michael A. Pretl, Esq.

Joyce Smith

Learn more at communitylaw.org 
or visit us on social media.

Insta

3355 Keswick Road, Suite 200  
Baltimore, Maryland 21211-2650

Phone: 410-366-0922 
Email: mail@communitylaw.org


