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DEAR FRIENDS:

2012 was a record year for Community Law Center! In 2012, Community Law Center 
saw a dramatic increase in cases, in volunteers, and in volunteer hours. Thank you very 
much for the support you have offered us, whether through financial gifts or donations 
of professional time and service. Your support has helped us continue the Community 
Law Center’s important mission.

Community Law Center has become an institution critical to community-based 
revitalization efforts. Community Law Center works with hundreds of groups each 
year. Some of these organizations are just getting started, while others have been 
operating for decades. Many have no staff, accomplishing amazing work with very 
small budgets and extraordinary volunteers. Despite their incredible diversity in size, 
geography, mission, and budget, all of Community Law Center’s clients have at least 
one thing in common – they care deeply and passionately about their communities.

In 2012, we had 3,117 volunteer attorney hours valued at $684,826.30. That is an 
increase of 1,317 hours over last year! Community Law Center’s Pro Bono Program 
also gained an additional 58 volunteers for a roster of 407 volunteer attorneys. In 
addition, Pro Bono Program cases covered a wide array of issues, including corporate 
formation, litigation, nuisances, representation before the Baltimore City Liquor 
Board, property negotiations, and zoning issues.

Furthermore, Community Law Center handled 177 more cases in 2012 than in 2011. 
Much of this activity is attributable to the newly revised nuisance abatement law. 
Passed in 2012 and effective as of October 1, 2012, this law, known as “The Community 
Bill of Rights,” allows community associations to bring code enforcement actions 
against the worst privately owned vacant properties.

Community Law Center is also out in the neighborhoods! Community Law Center’s 
staff attorneys conducted significant outreach to both clients and attorneys. They 
attended community meetings and offered presentations throughout Baltimore City. 
We are always looking for opportunities to let people know that we are here to help.

On behalf of our board, staff, and clients, we thank you for the role you have played, 
whether as a client, a funder, a pro bono attorney or a friend, over the past year.

Sincerely, 

Kristine Dunkerton, Esq. 
Executive Director

Danielle Howarth, Esq. 
Chair, 
Board of Directors



1

2

Community Law Center’s mission grows out of 
the conviction that providing legal tools for 
organized groups will strengthen the nonprofit 
sector and make neighborhoods more vibrant 
while improving everyone’s quality of life  
and access to justice. Community Law Center’s 
staff and volunteer attorneys create and utilize 
innovative legal solutions that continually  
prove to be effective tools for the betterment  
of Maryland’s communities. Below are four 
examples of our work in 2012.

Community development
Banner Neighborhoods approached Community Law Center, Inc. seeking representation 
to attain zoning approval to turn a vacant building in Southeast Baltimore City into a 
neighborhood multi-purpose center. Gregory E. Rapisarda, Esq., an attorney from Saul 
Ewing, volunteered to help the group navigate the zoning appeals process, donating 
thousands of dollars in free legal services.

Banner Neighborhoods’ story is emblematic of the cases handled by Community 
Law Center. Rather than spending substantial resources on legal representation, 
nonprofits represented through Community Law Center’s Pro Bono Program can use 
more of their donations to carry out their good works in the community.

“We are delighted with the outcome of the zoning hearing, and we could not have 
done it without the help of our pro bono attorney,” said Jolyn Rademacher Tracy, 
Executive Director of Banner Neighborhoods. “We look forward to the next steps in 
creating a community space to continue our work promoting resident-based 
leadership, neighborhood pride and stability, and providing direct services that 
contribute to the overall viability throughout 10 communities in southeast Baltimore.”

“Community Law Center’s Pro Bono Program provided me a wonderful 
opportunity to apply my land use and zoning skills to improve the community,” 
stated Gregory E. Rapisarda, Esq. of Saul Ewing LLP. “It is rewarding to be a part  
of Banner Neighborhoods’ great work in southeast Baltimore, and Community  
Law Center made it possible.”

Urban Agriculture
In 2012, Community Law Center added Becky Lundberg Witt, Esq. to the staff to run the 
Pro Bono Program and to launch Community Law Center’s Urban Agriculture Law 
Project. The Urban Agriculture Law Project has made Community Law Center a leading 
resource on the legal issues facing urban farming endeavors.

This year, Becky Lundberg Witt represented the Farm Alliance of Baltimore City,  
a new network of urban food producers. Says Farm Alliance founder and President 
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Maya Kosok, “the Community Law Center was invaluable in helping the Farm 
Alliance develop thorough, functional, and legal bylaws. The process really helped us 
build a strong organization, which will ultimately enable us to grow more farms and 
more food in Baltimore City.” Witt worked with Farm Alliance board members in a 
collaborative process to create a set of bylaws that are custom-tailored to the needs of 
this unique organization. With the organization’s corporate structure in place, board 
members can focus on their strengths: helping each other grow healthy, delicious food 
for Baltimore City residents.

Environmental protection
The Maryland Ornithological Society came to Community Law Center because the county 
where the land was located refused to waive property taxes on 82 acres of bird sanctuary 
that had been donated to them. The county justified this by saying Maryland Ornithological 
Society did not meet the county’s definition of an educational and charitable organization. 
Community Law Center assigned Patrick Turley, of Dechert, LLP to the case.

The county had an obligation to respond to the appeal within 90 days, but no 
response ever came. Months and years dragged on, with new property tax bills being 
issued, fines accumulating, and finally a threat of tax sale by the county. Mr. Turley 
went back to the county in March 2011 to resolve the matter once and for all. In April, 
the County Supervisor of Assessments recognized Maryland Ornithological Society 
as a charitable organization retroactive to 2009, clearing all liens, fines and claims.

Dr. Wayne H. Bell, Past-president of the Maryland Ornithological Society says,  
“Mr. Turley’s prompt responses to materials forwarded to him with my inquiries 
were instrumental in seeing our case through to its favorable conclusion. We are 
most indebted to the Community Law Center for locating him and arranging for his 
pro bono services.”

Neighborhood Revitalization
Brooke Lierman, an attorney with Brown, Goldstein & Levy, LLP, successfully 
represented Lombard Court Homeowners Association, Inc. in obtaining a 60-day 
suspension of the liquor license at a Lombard Street establishment that was believed  
to attract violent crime, prostitution, and trash.

Lombard Court Homeowners Association, located in Upper Fells Point, approached 
Community Law Center, Inc. for help. Ms. Lierman volunteered to represent the 
group in their fight to bring peace to the neighborhood, donating thousands of dollars 
in free legal services. Ms. Lierman successfully represented the community in a 
lengthy hearing before the Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City.

“The 60-day suspension will provide a peaceful respite from this problem bar in  
our community,” said E. Andrew Garner, President of Lombard Court Homeowners 
Association, Inc.

“I am delighted to be able to help my neighbors abate a nuisance,” stated  
Ms. Lierman. “Having a liquor license is a privilege, not a right. It is the legal 
responsibility of every bar owner to be a good member of the community,  
and the Board of Liquor License Commissioners for Baltimore City enforced  
that responsibility in its decision in this case. It has made clear that if the 
establishment does not clean up its act, the Board will revoke its license.”



FINANCIAL STATEMENT + DONORS

2012 AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENT

REVENUES, GAINS AND OTHER SUPPORT 

 Public support received directly: 

  Contributions $ 453,524 

  Contributed professional fees  684,826

     1,138,350

 Grants from governmental agencies:  81,372

 Other revenue: 

  Fees  50,916 

  Miscellaneous  2,833

     53,749

	 	 	 Total revenues, gains 

   and other support $ 1,273,471

EXPENSES 

 Program services: 

  Legal assistance to  

  communities & nonprofits $ 1,149,398

 Supporting services: 

  Management and General  88,864 

  Fund Raising  42,420

   Total supporting services  131,284

   Total expenses  1,280,682

	 Change in net assets  (7,211)

 Change in net assets – beginning of year  383,120

 Change in net assets – end of year $ 375,909

donors
Abell Foundation
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Roy Adkins
Neilson P. Andrews
Sandhya E. Asirvatham
Reginal W. Baldwin, Jr.
Clinton & Katharine Bamberger
John H. & Linda R. Barringer
Susan Bennett
Sandra Z. Berenson
Stephanie & Hugh Bernstein
Barbara Bezdek
Peter & Teri Bickford
Elizabeth J. Biliske
Anne L. Blumenberg
John & Carolyn Boitnott
Janice V. Bowie
Wendy & Bob Boyer
Margaret B. Brewer
Arthur Buist
Butcher’s Hill Assoc., Inc.
Anthony & Eleanor Carey
Carrollton Ridge Community 

Assoc., Inc.
Casey Charitable Matching 

Programs
Chesapeake Compensation  

Solutions, LLC
Clayton Baker Trust
Cleo Communications, LLC
Community Development Block 

Grant Program
Constellation Energy Group, Inc.
Alvin E. Cordell
Jay A. Dackman
Mark Davis
Development Solutions LLC
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Sandra L. Dodson
Brook Dooley
Lynne M. Durbin
Judy & David Feigin

Hathaway Ferebee
Maria & Vincent Filardi
David Flavin
John & Kerry A. Flynn-Jones
Peter French
Fund For Change
John A. Gephart
Goodsearch
Frank T. Gray
Jane Harrison
Hirschhorn Foundation, Inc.
Craig Hollander
Lisa & John Horrigan
Michael & Danielle Howarth
Alexandra M. Hughes
Reed & Kathleen Hunter
Sorella Jacobs
George Johnson
Robert Johnson
David & Betsy Krieger Kandel
Deanna Kelly
Ingrid Kershner
Kramon & Graham, P.A.
Wendy A. Kronmiller
Eileen F. Lankford
John J. Leidy Foundation
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation, Inc.
Lord Baltimore Capital Corp.
Lauren M. Lyon-Collis
William W. Magruder
Donald & Brigitte Manekin
Maryland Legal Services  

Corporation
Thomas R. McGready
Franklin McNeil, Jr. & Paul 

Fowler, MD
Kelly McQuiston
Francis & Alma Meagher
Merritt Management Corp.
Pearl Moulton
Franklin & Anna Muher
Wendy Muher
Claire Mullins

Joanne G. Nathans
Lori A. Nicolle
Brendan & Judy O’Brien
Ocwen Loan Servicing LLC
James C. Oliver
Enid M. Oris
Leigh A. Penfield
PNC Bank
PNC Charitable Trust
Marta J. Pola
Michael A. Pretl
Residential Title & Escrow Co.
Paul J. Rieger, Jr.
Paul & Kate Rishar
Inez Robb
Jason Rose
Rebecca Royal
Saint Benedict’s Church
Sandtown Winchester  

Condominium Assoc.
Paul S. Sarbanes
Elizabeth Shadis
Andrea Moore Shelby
Philip & Tracey Shutty II
Mark Sissman
Jennifer M. Skaggs
Jo Carol Snyder
Brian S. Southard
St. Andrews Christian  

Community Church
Amy Caplan Stern
Heather & David Stone
Surdna Foundation, Inc.
Louis Thalheimer & Juliet Eurich
Aaron & Amy Thomas
United Way of Central Maryland
Venable Foundation, Inc.
Emily Weimest
Weinberg Foundation
Matt Wineman
Matthew & Megan Woolston
Laurie Schwab Zabin
Zanvyl & Isabelle Kreiger Fund, Inc.
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90 cents of every $1 goes directly to programing 

A: 90% Program  /  B: 10% Management & Fundraising



WHO WE ARE

Staff
Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq.,  
Executive Director

Ingrid Hitchens,  
Senior Paralegal &  
Resource Manager

Susan M. Hughes, Esq.,  
Staff Attorney

Fatima Jones,  
Office Manager

Fran Gunther Minges,  
Director of Development

Robin L. Jacobs, Esq.,  
Staff Attorney

Kelly E. Pfeifer, Esq.,  
Supervising Attorney

Christina L. Schoppert, Esq.,  
Staff Attorney

Becky L. Witt, Esq., 
Staff Attorney

Board of Directors
Danielle E. Howarth, Esq.,  
Chair

Jason C. Rose, Esq.,  
Vice-Chair

David W. Ryan, CPA, CCP, JD, 
Secretary

Brian S. Southard, Esq.,  
Treasurer

Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq., 
President

Barbara L. Bezdek, Esq.
Janice V. Bowie, PhD, MPH
Alexandra Hughes, Esq.
Robert M. Johnson, Jr., Esq.
William (Bill) Magruder
Franklin N. McNeil, Jr.
Joanne Nathans, Esq.
Marta J. Pola
Paul G. Rishar
Inez Robb
Jennifer M. Skaggs, Esq.
Robert J. Strupp, Esq.
Dominic Wiker

Honorary Board
Chief Judge Robert Bell
Anne Blumenberg, Esq.
Juliet A. Eurich, Esq.
Attorney General Doug Gansler
W. Warren Hamel, Esq.
Michael A. Pretl, Esq.
Joyce Smith

Interns and  
Community Volunteers
Cathy Brock
Ernie Dominguez
Lacey Douthat
Charlene Hall
Danika Hall
Hannah Jiam
Alexander Mitchell 
Helki Phillipsen 
Gabe Purviance
Jeremy Roundtree

Volunteer Attorneys  
Active Cases January 1, 2012 – 
December 31, 2012
Jonathan Ackerman
Chijioke Akamigbo
Stanley Alpert
Susan Baker
Shannon Beamer
Barbara Bezdek
Darcy Bisset
James Bragdon
Douglas Bregman
Gregory Bridges
Arthur Buist
Murphy Burke
Pam Chaney
Brian Chappell
Karl Chen
Nicholas Collevecchio
MyEsha Craddock
Justin Daniel
Christopher Dean
Tim DeKeyser
T. Michael Dietz
Deborah Dopkin
Julie Galbo-Moyes
Keisha Garner
J. Patrick Gill
Matthew Gorra
Sharon Guida
Reid Henderson
Rachel Hirsch
Theodore Hirsh
Lydia Hu
Peter Ismay
Robin Jacobs
Hara Jacobs
Carl Jean-Baptiste
Cecilia Jones
Stacey Jones
Matthew Kaiser
Stewart Kameen
Gerald Katz
Parag Khandhar
Walter Kirkman
Steven Kolias
Jaime Lee
Nicole Lemon
Brooke Lierman
Matthew Lilienfeld
Kelcie Longaker

Revathi Manohar
Darren Margolis
Damian Mark
Amy McClain
Lindsay McCrory
Erin Miller
Christopher Moylan
Jennifer Neubauer
Chika Ojiaku
Peter O’Malley
Nancy O’Neil
Camille Parker
Christine Peterson
Thomasina Poirot
Luke Polcyn
Michael Pretl
F. Thomas Rafferty
Gregory Rapisarda
Jeffrey Rogyom
Jason Rose
Stephen Rourke
Mike Rufkahr
Jerome Schaefer
Michael Schollaert
Harry Shapiro
Michael Sheehan
Michael Sherman
Tehma Smith
Gabriel Steele
Matheau Stout
John Sunder
Kimberly Tarver
Danielle Taylor
Jessica Trinh
University of Baltimore  

Community Development Clinic
University of Maryland  

Francis King Carey School of 
Law’s Community Justice Clinic

University of Maryland  
Francis King Carey School of 
Law’s Community Development 
Seminar: Legal Theory  
and Practice

Jaconda Wagner
Janee Claressa Weaver-Harris
Michelle Winbush
Gina Zentz

contact
Community Law Center, Inc.
3355 Keswick Road, Suite 200
Baltimore, Maryland 21211

www.communitylaw.org

www.facebook.com/ 
Community Law Center

www.twitter.com/ 
CommunityLawCen


