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In 2008, the Community  
Law Center provided legal  
services and technical  
assistance to grassroots  
organizations, nonprofits,  
and small businesses to 
improve the quality of life  
and economic viability of  
Maryland’s communities.
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inside: find out  
how clc works  
to strengthen  

our communities



Get Legal Advice  
CLC can advise your non-profit  

or grassroots organization  
regarding issues faced when  

pursuing your mission.
   

achieve your  
neighborhood goals 

CLC provides all of the legal  
services your neighborhood  

association needs.
   

raise your voice 1 Get CLC  
representation to  assert your  

neighborhood’s legal rights with  
community benefits agreements,  

zoning appeals, and legislation.
   

Develop 1 Get CLC’s legal advice  
on financing and construction  

contracts when revitalizing vacant  
housing in your community.

   

Improve 1 CLC can represent  
your organization in drug nuisance  

cases and Liquor Board appeals  
to improve the health and safety  

of your neighborhood.
   

Get Organized 1 Start up  
your organization with CLC’s  

advice about drafting bylaws and  
articles of incorporation.

   

  

Create a cleaner, greener  
neighborhood 1 CLC can provide  
legal assistance to help your  
organization successfully create  
community gardens, clean up  
vacant lots, and paint public murals.

  

Promote Growth 1 CLC can facilitate 
the development of your organization  
by reviewing tax-exemption  
applications, contracts, and leases.

  

Protect 1 CLC’s counseling  
on intellectual property rights,  
employment law, and contracts  
can protect your organization.

  

acquire property 1 CLC can provide 
all of the legal services your organization 
needs to acquire, rehabilitate, lease, and 
sell property.

  

Analyze your community 1 CLC  
can help your organization analyze  
neighborhood data and provide advice 
towards developing strategies for  
housing acquisition, foreclosure  
prevention, and public safety.

  

work together 1 CLC collaborates  
with neighborhood leaders, nonprofits, 
government agencies, elected officials, 
educators, and law enforcement  
agencies to realize your strategic goals.  

  

Reorganize 1 Get CLC’s advice  
on restating your purposes,  

revising your bylaws, merging  
with another organization,  

or creating subsidiaries.

  

get educated 1 Attend CLC  
workshops designed to inform  
community leaders about legal  
strategies and learn about  
neighborhood stabilization  
and revitalization issues.

To do list:

get legal help. 
Community Law Center
Law yers  for  Ne i ghborhoods
410.366.0922  |  communitylaw.org

Achieve
Acquire
Advise

Analyze
assert 

collaborate
Create

Develop
Grow

Improve
learn

organize
Protect

Reorganize
Revive   

restart 1 Bring your dormant  
or lapsed organization back  
to life with CLC’s assistance.



Foundation &  
Government Grants

The Abell Foundation
Baltimore Bar Foundation, Inc.
Baltimore Community Foundation
Bar Associations Insurance Trust
Collaborative Supervision and Focused 

Enforcement (CSAFE)
Lois & Irving Blum Foundation
Annie E. Casey Foundation
Community Development Block Grant
The Church of the Redeemer
Clayton Baker Trust
The Coleman Foundation
Combined Charity Campaign
France-Merrick Foundation
Fund for Change
The Goldseker Foundation

The David & Barbara B. Hirschhorn 
Foundation

The Hoffberger Foundation
Zanvyl & Isabelle Krieger Fund
John J. Leidy Foundation
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation
Maryland Legal Services Corporation
Neighborhood Business Works Program
Park Heights Renaissance
President’s Discretionary Fund of the 

Baltimore Community Foundation
Pro Bono Resource Center of Maryland
Ransome-Wilcox Family Fund of the 

Baltimore Community Foundation
Skadden Fellowship Foundation
United Way of Central Maryland
The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg 

Foundation

Corporations and Law Firms

Beveridge & Diamond, PC
Black & Decker Corporation
Brown, Goldstein & Levy
BGE —  A Constellation Energy Company
CitiFinancial
The DLA Piper Foundation
Gallagher, Evelius & Jones, LLP
Goodell, Devries, Leech & Dann, LLP
Goodsearch
Harvey & Harvey, Attorneys at Law, PC
T.R. Klein & Company
Kramon & Graham, P.A.
Lord Baltimore Capital Corporation
Miles & Stockbridge Foundation, Inc.
Network Business Solutions, Inc.
Ocwen Loan Servicing LLC
PNC Financial Services Group
Provident Bank of Maryland: Skip 

Johnson Charitable Foundation
Rosenberg, Martin, Greenberg, LLP
Select Portfolio Servicing, Inc.
St. Andrews Christian Community Church
Venable Foundation, Inc.

Board Member & Friend Donors

Neilson P. Andrews
Joshua N. Auerbach
Clinton & Katherine Bamberger
John H. & Linda R. Barringer
Nicole M. Battle
Darden Bennett
Elizabeth Biliske & Patrick Holmes
Brenda & John Blom
Anne L. Blumenberg
John & Carolyn Boitnott
John P. Bowman
Margaret B. Brewer
Kisha A. Brown
Arthur Buist
John C. & Helen M. Byrnes
Shirley R. Byron
Anthony & Eleanor Carey
Greta Carter
Shawn W. Carter
Cheryl Casciani
Ann T. & Andrew Cole
Barbara L. Conrad 
Anthony & Min Son Conti
Alvin E. Cordell
Jay A. Dackman
Michael S. Dopkin
Kristine J. Dunkerton & Elsa Lankford
Lynne M. Durbin
Susan Erlichman & Edward Klein
Juliet A. Eurich & Louis B. Thalheimer
Hathaway Ferebee

Maris & Vincent Filardi
Constance S. Fowler
Michael S. & Eileen Franch
George & Nancy Gephart
John A. Gephart
Carol Gilbert & Michael Arozian
Robert & Eva Glasgow
Daniel Goldstein & Laura Williams
Stephen Grant
Frank T. Gray
Jane Harrison
Lisa Hawkins
Lee M. Hendler
Jeanette Hobbins
Sidney Hollander, Jr.
Lisa & John Horrigan
Danielle & Michael Howarth
Bonnie Hurwitz
Albert & Lois G. Hybl
Robin Jacobs
David Kandel & Betsy Krieger
Lisa & James Kelly, Jr.
Ingrid Kershner
Mary Jo Kirschman
Eileen F. Lankford
Barbara E. Larson
Mary & Otis Lee, Sr.
William W. Magruder
Peter & Irene Marudas
Linda Matheson
Franklin N. McNeil, Jr. &  

Paul B. Fowler
Francis & Alma Meagher
Caroline & William Moore
Pearl Moulton
Daniel P. Moylan
Joanne G. Nathans
Joshua Neiman & Anita Kassof
Lori A. Nicolle
James C. Oliver
Michael D. Oliver
Keith Padue & Miriam Avins
Anne S. Perkins
Marta J. Pola
Maryann Povell
Michael A. Pretl
Charles A. Rees
J. Paul Rieger, Jr.
Zelig Robinson
Jason C. Rose
Samuel I. Rosenberg
Saint Andrews Christian  

Community Church
Paul S. Sarbanes
Joseph & Mary Scheerer
Charles Shafer
Mark Sissman

Brian S. Southard
Isazetta Spikes
Jill Stephenson
Carl F. Stokes
Chezia B. Thompson
Susan P Tippett
Margaret M. Victo
Andrè R. Weitzman
Charles & Denene Yates
Laurie Schwab Zabin

Client Donors

Butcher’s Hill Association, Inc.
Carroll Improvement Association
Echo House Multi-Service Center
Federal Hill Neighborhood Association
McElderry Park Community Association
Singer Park & Play
Sandtown Winchester Condominium 

Association

Challenge Fund Donors

In 2008, the Community Law Center 
established a Reserve Fund through 
the Challenge Campaign contributors 
listed below. Their donations will be 
matched by other donors over the 
coming years. 

Anonymous
Shirley R. Byron
Lydia B. Duff
Kristine J. Dunkerton & Elsa Lankford
Louis B. Thalheimer & Juliet A. Eurich 

Philanthropic Fund
John A. Gephart
Danielle & Michael Howarth
Wendy A. Kronmiller
William W. Magruder
Franklin N. McNeil, Jr. &  

Paul B. Fowler
Joanne G. Nathans
Joshua Neiman & Anita Kassof
Marta J. Pola
Michael A. Pretl
Jason C. & Leslie Rose
Brian S. Southard

In-Kind Donors

1899, LLC 
Andy Cook Photography
LizNoel Duncan

2008 Board of Directors

Franklin N. McNeil, Jr.
Chair

John A. Gephart, J.D., M.B.A
Vice-Chair

Adam Kelley, Esq.
Secretary

William (Bill) Magruder
Treasurer

Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq.
President & Executive Director

Kisha A. Brown, Esq.
Shirl R. Byron
Ann T. Cole, Esq.
W. Warren Hamel, Esq.
Danielle Howarth, Esq.
Caroline G. Moore
Joanne Nathans, Esq.
Joshua E. Neiman, Esq.
Marta Pola
Michael A. Pretl, Esq.
Jason Rose, Esq.
Brian Southard, Esq.
André R. Weitzman, Esq.

2008 Staff

Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq.
President & Executive Director

Danielle Deckard
Paralegal

Dorcas Gilmore, Esq.
Skadden Fellow

Christopher Godwin
Research Associate

Alyson Harkins
Pro Bono Outreach Coordinator

Ingrid Hitchens
Resource Manager & Senior Paralegal

Mark Hughes
Community Organizer

Susan Hughes, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Fatima Jones
Administrative Assistant

Fran Gunther Minges
Director of Development

Kelly Pfeifer, Esq.
Supervising Attorney

Michelle Wirzberger Pierce, Esq.
Staff Attorney

Robert Strupp, Esq.
Director of Research & Policy

Dear Friends:
Thank you for being important partners in 
the work of the Community Law Center. 

T
he Community Law Center helps groups that 
would otherwise be unable to afford the legal 
assistance needed to get started, protect their 
legal rights, or achieve their missions. The 
Community Law Center is the only legal  
services organization in Maryland providing 
direct legal services solely to organizational  
clients. Many of you reading this have  

supported and contributed to our work for many years, and we 
deeply appreciate your belief in, and support of, our work. 

The current state of the housing market is creating an ever- 
growing supply of properties with the potential to be problems  
for their neighborhoods. We tackle this problem from all sides: 
working to stop predators from disrupting the honesty of property 
transactions, facilitating the redevelopment of abandoned property, 
and organizing communities against the blighting influences  
present in their neighborhoods.

In 2008, the Community Law Center was called on by partners  
from neighborhoods, nonprofits, and government agencies to  
bring to bear our experience and expertise on issues affecting our 
community. We have collaborated with members of the City Council 
and the state legislature in their efforts to rebuild a viable real estate 
market. We have helped community leaders build bridges to their 
local law enforcement officials. We have represented many neigh-
borhoods before the Zoning Board and the Liquor Board. And, we 
have represented nonprofits of all sizes across Maryland in their 
work to achieve their missions. Our collaboration with regulators, 
real estate practitioners, community development organizations 

and others through the Enforcement Committee of the Baltimore 
Homeownership Preservation Coalition was recognized with  
the first-ever Collaboration Award from the Maryland Asset 
Building and Community Development Network.

In 2008, the Community Law Center staff and volunteer  
attorneys handled 404 cases and experienced a 70% increase  
in opened cases from July – December 2008 as compared to the  
same time period in 2007.  We also had more than three times  
our previous number of calls for brief advice or referrals over  
2007. We attended over 100 community meetings or board  
meetings of community and nonprofit organizations last year  
to provide presentations on the legal tools available to them  
or to give brief advice. And, we began a regular schedule of  
workshops on topics of interest to community and nonprofit  
organizations, such as Stop Trashing My Community; How to  
Start and Maintain a Nonprofit Organization; How to Protest a 
Liquor License; Zoning 101; How to Spot a Real Estate Scam;  
and Cleaning and Greening Your Community. 

The Community Law Center works every day to make our commu-
nity stronger, safer, cleaner, and more prosperous. This would  
not be possible without you. Thank you again for your support!

Sincerely, 

Kristine J. Dunkerton, Esq.	 Franklin M. McNeil, Jr. 
President & Executive Director	 Chair of the Board of Directors

Donors:

Volunteers:
Interns & Community 
Volunteers

Katerina Rojas
Jeremy Bedford
Derek Bayne
Octavia Shulman
Nikolena Maysich
Ivory Lentz
Sarah Valaerde
JoQuila Walker
Charlene Hall
Anastasia Hall
Danika Hall
Brad Leiber
Kathryn D’Adamo
Alex Huggins
Molly Knoll
Jennifer O’Connor
Emily Rohm
Remington Bronson
Rachel Simmonson
Christina Gubitosa
Andy Cook
Liz Noel Duncan
Gail Lehman

Pro Bono  
Attorneys
(Cases handled Jan – Dec ’08)

Jennifer Adams
Stanley Alpert
Adam Baker
Michael Beattie
Jan Berlage
Jennifer Bland Lester
David Cahn
Todd Chase
Dane Choe
Justin Coon
Brian Cyr
Mareco Edwards
Randall Fisher
Robert Fraley
Christopher Fritz
Roberta Gill
Michele Gilman
Matthew Gorra
Sharon Guida
Ronald Jackson
Kia Johnson
John Lessner

Jack Machen
Michael Mannes
Timothy Manuelides
Michael McCann
Charles Monk
Colin Moorhouse
Daniel Moylan
Munachi Nsofar
Patrick O'Hare
Sylvia Ontaneda-Bernales
Laura Pacanowsky
Stacy Pace
Alexandra Paradise
Michael Pretl
George Ritchie IV
Stephen Rourke
Nancy Russell-Forrester
Larry Seegull
Julian Seiguer
Ronald Shapiro
Jane Sheehan
Jennifer Skaggs
Edward Sledge
Chiarra Stratton
Anastasia Thomas
Alison Velez Lane



A Step Forward, Inc.
A.C.T.I.O.N. Cooperative for Human 

Development
Abell Improvement Association, Inc.
Amazing McElderry Park Community 

Development Corporation
American Spirit Publishing
Baltimore Algebra Project, Inc.
Baltimore Area Al-Anon Information 

Service, Inc.
Baltimore City Resource  

Parent Council Corp.
Baltimore Green Space: A Land Trust  

for Community-Managed  
Open Space, Inc.

Baltimore Housing—Office of  
Real Estate Disposition

Baltimore Interfaith Hospitality Network
Belair-Edison Neighborhood 

Improvement Association, Inc.
Belair-Edison Neighborhoods, Inc.
Belvedere Condominium Council  

of Unit Owners
Billie Holiday House, Inc.
Bolton Park Neighbors, Inc.
Brooklyn & Curtis Bay Coalition, Inc.
Butcher’s Hill Association, Inc.
Carroll Park Foundation, Inc.
Carrollton Ridge Community  

Association, Inc.
Charles Village Civic Association, Inc.
Children of Lanier Avenue  

Organization, Inc.
Chinquapin Park Improvement 

Association
Church of the Holy Trinity
Coalition of Concerned  

Communities of Southwest Baltimore
Community Greening Resource Network
Community Greens
Community of Curtis Bay  

Association, Inc.
Corporation of Concerned Citizens  

for a Better Brooklyn
Dallas Street Community  

Development Corp.
Department of Housing &  

Community Development
Diakon Housing & Development, Inc.

Dundalk Avenue Area  
Residents Together

Echo House Multi Service Center Inc.
Edmondson Community  

Organization, Inc.
Emmanuel’s Rock, Inc.
Episcopal Housing Corporation
Eunice Clement Sligh Foundation, Inc.
EYE for Change, Inc.
Federal Hill Neighborhood  

Association, Inc.
Follow Your Dreams, Inc.
Frankford Improvement Association, Inc.
Franklin Square Community  

Association, Inc.
Friends of Canton Dog Park
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender 

Community Center of Baltimore
Global Youth Enterprise Conference
God’s Holy Evangelical Christian Church
Govans Economic Management Senate
Greater Homewood Community 

Corporation
Greenmount Planning Council
Guilford on Greenmount Neighborhood 

Association, Inc.
The Hampden Community Council, Inc.
Harlem Park Revitalization Corporation
Hollins Roundhouse, Inc.
Hunt Meadow Community  

Association, Inc.
Ingleside Townhouse Condominium 

Association, Inc.
Inner Harbor Deaf Services
J.Z. Williams Multi-Purpose Center, Inc.
Jeremiah’s All My Sons and Daughters 

Foundation, Inc.
Joshua’s Generation Outreach  

Ministries, Inc.
KAKS KIDS LLC
Katipunan Filipino-American Association 

of Maryland, Inc.
Kids on the Hill Incorporated
Lafayette Square Association, Inc.
Lauraville Improvement Association, Inc.
LEARN, Inc.
Linden Avenue Block Club
Loch Raven Improvement Association
Make a Masterpiece

Maryland Housing Counselors  
Network, Inc.

Matthew A. Henson Neighborhood 
Association

McElderry Park Community  
Association, Inc.

Mount Clare Overlook Tenant 
Association, Inc.

Mount Vernon Belvedere  
Improvement Association, Inc.

Mt. Winans Civic Interest Group, Inc.
Mustard Seed Trucking, LLC
NAVA Fund
Neighborspace of Baltimore County, Inc.
New Africa Youth Organization, Inc.
New Genesis Organization LLC
New Greenmount West Community 

Association, Inc.
New Southwest Mt. Clare Community 

Association, Inc.
Newborn Holistic Ministries, Inc.
Northwest District Police Community 

Relations Council, Inc.
Nurses Integrated Mgmt. Org., Inc.
Oakwood Village Community  

Association, Inc.
Oliver Community Association, Inc.
Oliver Place Homeowners  

Association, Inc.
Operation Reach Out Southwest, Inc.
Our Money Place, Inc.
Parents of Autistic Children, Inc.
Park Circle Improvement Association
Park Heights Youth Entrepreneurship 

Initiative
Parklane Neighborhood Association
Partners in Education, Inc.
Patterson Park Neighborhood 

Association, Inc.
Patterson Place, Inc
Peer to Peer Promotions
Pen Lucy Action Network, Inc.
People’s Homesteading Group, 

Incorporated
Project T.O.O.U.R. Inc.
Reisterstown-Park Heights Southern 

Team, Incorporated
Remington Neighborhood Alliance, Inc.
Renewing Life Family Center, Inc.
Rossiter Avenue Neighborhood 

Association
Sandtown Winchester Condominium 

Association, Inc.
Save Middle East Action Coalition, Inc.
Seton Hill Association, Inc.
Shannon House, Inc.

Sharon K. Harvey Foundation, Inc.
Shipley Hill Improvement Association
Simply Marie’s LLC
SMR Media Group, LLC
Sojourner-Douglass Inner Harbor East 

Community Development Corporation
South Baltimore Improvement 

Committee, Inc.
St. Ambrose Housing Aid Center, Inc.
St. Paul Community Outreach  

Center, Inc.
Tee Rose Unisex Beauty Salon, LLC
The Benedictine Society of Baltimore City
The Chesapeake Rivers Association, Inc.
The Fayette Street Outreach 

Organization, Inc.
The Friends of Druid Hill Park Inc.
The Greater Baltimore Board  

of Realtors, Inc.
The Jessup Improvement  

Association, Inc.
The Keh-Guieh Development  

Association of America, Inc.
The Maryland Immigrant Rights  

Coalition, Inc.
The Medfield Community  

Association, Inc.
The Society for the Preservation of 

Federal Hill and Fells Point, Inc.
Turner Station Conservation Teams, Inc.
Uhh Wee, We Care Inc.
Unchained Talent, Inc.
United Community Access Media, Inc. 
United Workers Association, Inc.
Waltherson Improvement Association  

of Baltimore City, Inc.
Westgate Community Association, Inc.
Words of Wisdom Fellowship  

Church, Inc.
York Road Partnership
Youth Imagery Company
Youth Organizing Urban  

Revitalization Systems, Inc.

2008: 
Audited Financial 
Statement
Revenues, gains and other support

Public support received directly

Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                   	$	 724,732

Contributed professional fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               		  379,609

Contributed rent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                               		  5,948
	 _ ___________

		 1,110,289

Grants from governmental agencies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       		  121,440

Other revenue

Fees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                           	 37,238

Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	 7,681
	 ________________

		  44,919

Total revenues, gains  
and other support . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 	 1,276,648

Expenses

Program services

Legal assistance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                              	1,059,271

Supporting services

Management and General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 	 108,863

Fundraising  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                  	 60,569
	 ________________

Total supporting services  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  	 169,522

Total expenses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          	  1,228,793

Change in net assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                       	 47,855

Change in net assets—beginning of year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               	 209,690

Change in net assets—end of year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      	 $	 257,545

Clients:

Program 86%

Management &
General 9%

Fundraising 5%

2008 | Allocation of funds

“�Due to the dedication from the 
Community Law Center’s staff  
attorneys, many of our member  
organizations have become  
more organized … This work  
has energized our communities  
and given them the confidence  
to keep fighting to make  
their streets safer!” 
Jack Baker, President 
Southern District Police and  
Community Relations Council

“�Our attorneys accepted a very difficult 
and time-consuming case because  
they cared about the work that we were 
doing in our community. We would not 
have our neighborhood service center 
without them.”  Linda Towe, executive Director 

Project t.o.o.u.r, Inc.


